


	 THE	MONTH	OF	PHOTOGRAPHY	is	a	festival	conceived	by	a	team	of	the	Bulgarian	“Yanka	Kyurk-
chieva”	National	Association	“Photography	Academy”.	It	all	started	in	2010	when	we	joined	our	efforts	
convinced	that	pooling	several	photo	events	under	one	umbrella	–	one	heading,	single	concept	and	
style	of	presentation	for	the	period	of	one	month	would	provoke	a	wider	interest	among	audiences	and	
at	the	same	time	would	raise	the	rating	of	the	events,	their	authors	or	teams	and	would	further	lead	to	
a	broader	media	coverage.

	 We	chose	the	month	of	June	and	that	was	how	the	story	began	…

	 At	first	we	were	supported	only	by	INDUSTRIALNA	GALLERY	11,	Sofia.	The	next	edition	won	us	the	
support	of	Sofia	Municipality	and	other	new	partners.	In	2012	we	succeeded	in	winning	the	attention	of	
UniCredit	Bulbank	who	have	been	our	main	sponsor	ever	since.	In	the	course	of	years	the	number	of	
partners	and	sponsors	supporting	our	endeavors	highly	increased.

	 In	2010	we	had	only	10	events,	while	only	two	were	international	and	they	all	took	place	at	various	
periods	in	the	main	location.	The	modest	statistics	of	our	development	through	time	shows	an	increase	
of	74	photo	events	in	23	locations	for	the	second	edition	with	powerful	foreign	participation.	Since	2011	
till	now,	thanks	to	the	financial	support	of	our	Official	Bank,	we	produce	a	luxury	printed	catalogue	rep-
resenting	the	events	on	the	programme.	The	third	edition	saw	101	events	in	43	locations.	For	the	next	
year	we	reduced	the	number	of	events	to	48	in	28	locations.	The	Jubilee	5th	edition	in	2014	furthered	
the	trend	and	60	photo	events,	displayed	in	35	locations	and	spaces	met	their	audiences.

	 In	 2015,	 the	UN/UNESCO	 International	 Year	 of	 Light	 and	 Light-Based	Technologies,	many	more	
locations	celebrated	our	49	photo	exhibitions	and	events.

	 In	 the	past	2016,	 the	Festival	saw	a	new	development.	We	decided	that	 from	now	on	the	Month	
will	have	its	theme	to	integrate	all	events.	The	first	announced	theme	–	CONTACT	–	brought	to	life	24	
photo	exhibits	and	events.	We	strongly	believe	 that	 the	events	 to	be	 included	 in	 the	programme	 for	
2017	theme	“CONTRASTS”	will	add	to	the	high	level	of	the	Festival.	

	 We	extend	our	 heartfelt	 gratitude	 to	all	 our	 logistic,	media	 and	 financial	 partners	who	have	been	
supporting	National	Association	“Photography	Academy”	through	the	years	and	who	you	can	see	on	
the	back	cover.	Thank	you	all	–	artists,	admirers	and	enthusiasts	for	photography;	we	will	continue	to	
go	about	the	Month	of	Photography	for	each	and	every	one	of	you!

www.photoacademy.org;	www.monthofphotography.net;	e-mail:	month@photoacademy.org;	ISBN	978-954-92488-3-8	
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Yavor	Popov	Fine	Art	Photographer
Chairman	of	the	Managing	Board	of	APB	“Yanka	Kyurkchieva”



	 Dear	Friends,	

	 I	 highly	 appreciate	 the	 efforts	 of	
all	 participants	 in	 the	 largest	 of	 scale	
Photography	 Forum	 in	 Bulgaria	 who,	
despite	 the	 obstacles	 and	 hardships	
of	our	times	are	still	able	to	find	inspi-
ration	in	our	prosaic	daily	routine	spar-
kling	 life	 into	 the	 simple	and	 insignifi-
cant	details	of	the	surrounding	world,	
and	 preserve	 spirituality	 that	 we	 so	
much	need	today.

	 For	Sofia	Municipality	 it	 is	of	 vital	 im-
portance	 to	 support	 significant,	 worthy	
cultural	events	and	forums.	It	is	my	pleas-
ure	 to	 emphasize	 that	 the	 opportunities	
proposed	 by	 Sofia	 Culture	 Program	 al-
lowed	us	 to	establish	a	valuable	partner-
ship.
	 I	 would	 like	 to	 extend	 my	 gratitude	
to	 the	organizers	who	provided	a	 field	of	
expression	 for	 the	 talent	of	 the	Bulgarian	
photographers	and	to	wish	all	tempted	or	
attracted	by	the	Art	of	Photography	beau-
tiful	moments	of	shared	emotions.

Yordanka	Fandakova
Mayor	of	Sofia	Municipality

SOFIA
MUNICIPALITY

A brief overview during the next years...

The first edition started in 2010 with 10 photo events.

	 Dear	lovers	of	the	photographic	art,

	 It	 is	a	pleasure	for	UniCredit	Bulbank	to	support	the	Month	of	Photography	
2012.	With	perseverance and	diligence	the	organizers	of	the	initiative	managed	
to	 make	 it	 the	 largest-scale	 photographic	 event	 in	 Bulgaria.	 Many	 exhibitions	
covering	various	genres	have	become	part	of	it.	Bulgarian	and	foreign	authors,	
recognized	professionals	and	young	talents,	conservative	tastes	and	contempo-
rary	experiments	create	the	unique	atmosphere	of	the	event.	
	 UniCredit	Bulbank,	as	official	bank	of	the	Month	of	Photography	2012,	will	
also	host	 two	exhibitions.	The	 first	one	will	 be	 in	our	contemporary	art	gallery	
“UniCredit	Studio”.	There	you	will	have	the	chance	to	see	a	collection	of	abstract	
panoramas	named	“Limitless”.	The	author,	Ellie	Yonova	is	a	Bulgarian	who	has	
lived	and	worked	in	Canada	for	15	years.	
	 In	our	central	branch,	on	7,	Sveta	Nedelia	square,	Veselin	Malinov	will	share	
an	extraordinary	perspective	of	Cherni	Vrah	mountain	peak	in	his	remarkable	col-
lection	–	“Insignificant”.
	 On	behalf of	UniCredit Bulbank	and on	my	personal	behalf,	 I	would	 like to	
invite	you to	join us	and immerse	in	the magic of	the	Month of	Photography 2012.

Levon	Hampartzoumian
CEO	and	Chairman	of	MB	of	UniCredit	Bulbank

Official Bank
of Month of Photography    

Официална банка
на Mесец на фотографията



	 There	 were	 59	 submissions	 for	 the	 first	 FotoEvidence	
Book	Award,	documenting	injustice	in	41	countries.	We	were	
surprised	and	pleased	by	both	 the	range	and	power	of	 the	
work	submitted.	

	 The	 world	 is	 in	 a	 sorry	 state	 but	 dedicated	 photogra-
phers	 everywhere	 are	 working	 to	 bring	 this	 to	 light	 and	 in-
spire	change.We	are	proud	 to	publish	and	disseminate	 the	
selected	projects,	which	we	feel	reveal	the	courage	and	com-
mitment	 of	 documentary	 photographers	 in	 pursuit	 of	 social	
justice. 

	 The	selected	projects	are	on	view	in	the	Book	Award	Gal-
leries	and	an	exhibit	of	all	the	projects	was	mounted	in	New	
York	in	the	fall	of	2011	in	conjunction	with	the	release	of	Javier	
Arcenillas’s	book.	]

The	events	from	the	Month	of	photography	2014	in	the	cities	of	
Kyustendil,	Pernik,	Blagoevgrad	and	Gotse	Delchev	are	realized	
with	the	support	of	program	"Culture"	of	Sofia	Municipality	and	
are	part	of	the	events	supporting	the	application	of	Sofia	and	
the	South-eastern	region	for	Culture	Capital	of	Europe	in	2019.

In	2003,	after	a	discontinuation	of	over	10	years,	the	Academy	

of	Photography	Bulgaria	Yanka	Kyurkchieva	has	 renewed	Bul-

garia’s	 FIAP	 (the	 International	 Federation	 of	 Photographic	 Art)	

membership.	The	current	exhibition	 is	a	collection	of	awarded	

Bulgarian	FIAP	salons’	 images.	This	year,	the	Varna	Salon	fea-

tures	its	7th	edition,	Flash	Music	Salon	–	the	6th	and	Photova-

cation	and	The	Wild	Salons	will	celebrate	their	5th	anniversary.	

We	firmly	believe	that	the	two	newest	salons	–	Photosalon	Sofia	

and	Photosalon	Plovdiv	–	will	 further	attest	their	position	 in	the	

photography	life	of	the	country.	]
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5 YEARS MonTh of PhoTogRAPhY



	 The	 year	 2015	 is	 announced	 by	 UNESCO	 and	 the	
General	 Assembly	 of	 UN	 for	 international	 year	 of	 light	 and	
light	 technologies.	 The	 national	 program	 of	 celebrating	 the	
Year	 of	 Light	 aims	 in	 improving	 the	 general	 knowledge	 of	
the	 importance	 of	 light	 in	 our	 everyday	 life,	 to	 give	 light	 on	
the	 scientific	 researches	 in	 optics,	 to	 build	 an	 educational	
capacity	 for	 young	 people	 to	 work	 in	 the	 field	 of	 optics,	 to	
improve	 the	 quality	 and	 the	 efficiency	 of	 light.	 Two	 of	 the	
fields	 of	 the	 International	 and	 the	 National	 program	 –	 Light	
in	 the	nature	and	Light	 in	 the	arts	and	culture	–	have	direct	
connection	to	the	art	photography	and	are	aiming	to	build	and	
develop	the	aesthetics		and	joy	of	life	among	the	Bulgarians.	
	 We	are	really	glad	the	Month	of	Photography	2015	is	part	
of	the	activities	of	the	Bulgarian	society	in	the	Year	of	Light	and	
we	wish	great	success	to	the	event.

Prof.	Dr.	Phys.	Sc.	Ivan	Lalov
Chairman	of	the	subprogram	“Optics	and	science	of	light”

	 On	May	17th,	2016	the	exhibition	
THE	DREAM	by	Fabio	Bucciarelli	will	
mark	 the	 start	 of	 the	 seventh	 edition	
of	the	Month	of	Photography.
	 The	theme	of	the	edition	is	CON-
TACT.
	 Primordial	 contact	 of	 light	 with	
silver	halide,	the	photosensitive	coat-
ing	on	photographic	film;	contact	be-
tween	the	look	of	the	photographer	on	
the	captured	object;	contact	between	
generations	 of	 photographers;	 con-
tact	 between	 the	 photographer	 and	
the	 spectators;	 contact	 between	 the	
photographer	 and	 his	 innermost	 ex-
perience.

I S 	 T H E 	 F I R S T 	 E D I T I O N 	 W I T H 	 T H E M E

	 Physical	 and	 mental,	 spiritual	 and	 emotional	 –	 CONTACT	 –	 with	 and	 through	 the	 photographic	 image.	 The	 2016	 edition	
presents	twenty	exhibitions	of	Bulgarian	and	international	authors.
	 One	of	the	most	memorable	events	will	feature	the	exhibition	of	the	prominent	photographer	Garo	Keshishian.	The	display	
will	be	opened	on	June	6th	at	photography	gallery	SYNTHESIS	in	the	presence	of	the	author	and	will	show	58	gelatin	silver	
prints	he	made	by	himself.	The	prints	are	property	of	the	Poggianella	Foundation,	Italy	and	are	generously	contributed	by	its	
chairperson,	Mr.	Sergio	Poggianella	who	will	also	join	the	event.
	 Traditional	partners	of	 the	 festival	 are	 the	Polish	and	 the	Hungarian	 Institutes.	 The	gallery	of	 the	Hungarian	 Institute	will	
display	 the	 exhibition	 “Young	Kertesz	&	Young	Hungarians”	 curated	by	Szilvia	Mucsy,	Chair	 of	 the	RANDOM	Modern	Pho-
tography	Association.	The	Polish	Institute	will	feature	three	projects	of	Agnieszka	Rayss,	three	different	angles	of	view	on	the	
position	of	 the	woman	 fighting	 for	 freedom	 in	 the	past	and	present.	For	 the	 first	 time,	 the	Czech	 Institute	will	be	partner	of	
the	Month	of	Photography	inviting	Alena	Kotzmannova	with	her	Quiet	Game	exhibition.	With	the	support	of	the	Italian	Institute	
we	will	meet	Fabio	Bucciarelli,	winner	of	the	World	Press	Photo,	The	Robert	Capa	Gold	Medal,	Leica	Oskar	Barnack	Award,	
FotoEvidence	Book	Awards,	NPPA	/	Best	of	Photojournalism	awards.	His	project	The	Dream	is	part	of	the	collection	of	Foto-
evidence	(http://www.fotoevidence.com),	the	documentary	photography	platform	encouraging	authors	and	projects	focused	
on	 human	 rights,	 injustice,	 abuse,	 violation	 of	 sovereignty	 or	 human	 dignity.	 The	 eminent	 Bulgarian	 Photographer	 Svetlana	
Bahchevanova	and	the	founded	by	her	Fotoevidence	platform	are	partners	of	the	Month	of	Photography	for	the	fourth	time.	
	 The	Month	will	also	feature	the	works	of	two	more	members	of	the	Fotoevidence	platform.	Milos	Bicanski	will	exhibit	his	
Migrants	in	Greece	exposition	in	the	Red	House	Center	for	Culture	and	Debate.	The	Swedish	photographer	Erik	Erikson	will	
join	the	event	with	the	Roma	in	Europe	collection	on	June	10th	at	the	SAMSI	–	ARSENAL	museum	of	contemporary	arts.	]

Click	on	the	button	above	to	view

the	last	edition	album	in	flash	version...
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